EDUCATION   FOR  A  WORLD   ADRIFT

Plato and Aristotle thought, not implausibly, that the
Reason was the noblest thing in man, and the highest life,
therefore, the life of the Reason as lived by poets, artists,
philosophers and men of science, St Paul has a different
conception of the highest virtue, and has expounded his
view of human excellence in the 13th chapter of the first
Epistle to the Corinthians. The Greek ideal may seem too
impersonal to English minds. Yet among all peoples it is
the motive force in the creative artist, who seeks perfection
for its own sake through language, or paint, or stone, or
sound: and outside the ranks of artists, many people are
driven on by it to do in their special field the best work of
which they are capable. In it there is something, which
lies at the heart of all morals, the passionate desire for
good, simply because it is good.1

The ideal of arete is a moral philosophy in itself, and this
conception of excellence as something to be sought in every
sphere and activity is a valuable corrective to our narrower
idea of virtue. Apart from it, every educated person ought
to have some knowledge of certain individual Greek
thinkers. Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, and Epictetus and
Marcus Aurelius among the Stoics, are the most important
for our purpose, in themselves and because of their influence
on the world, and every pupil after the age of seventeen,
who is capable of receiving it, should be given some idea of
them; of Socrates for the example of his life and the
stimulus and intellectual discipline of his thought, of Plato,
because he is not only one of the great religious thinkers of the
world but also in the direct line that leads to Christianity.
'Every problem which Plato discusses is still alive to-day/2

1  For a further account of arete see Greek Ideals and Modern Life, by Sir
R. Livingstone, p. 69 f.

2  Whitehead, Adventures of Ideas, p. 15. There is no more stimulating and
instructive book on Western civilisation.